A GUIDE TO AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

A standby generator saves
you from the stress caused
by power outages. Shown:
PowerPact 7 kW, about $1,899
not including installation.

WHEN THE ELECTRICITY STOPS,
we’re wrenched back to a time when
people lit lanterns for light, shoveled
coal for heat and cooking, and
lived without conveniences such as
refrigerators, air conditioners, TVs,
and the Internet. But a power outage
is not merely inconvenient; it can be
costly, highly stressful, even dangerous.
If prolonged, it puts food at risk of
spoiling, basements at risk of flooding,
and pipes at risk of freezing, and
threatens the lives of people whose
health depends on the functioning of
medical devices.
Our expectation of reliable electrical
power has been undermined repeatedly
as violent storms and frequent grid
failures reveal the vulnerabilities of our
overtaxed utilities. Fortunately, there’s
a solution to all this uncertainty: a
Generac automatic standby generator.
Not the portable kind, which has to
be rolled out, fired up, and refueled
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every few hours. A standby unit is
permanently installed, constantly
checking the flow of utility power into
the house and the fitness of its own
components. It automatically swings
into action when needed, to ensure
that your house is protected—there’s
nothing you have to do. With proper
installation, carbon monoxide won’t
get into the house, “dirty power” won’t
fry your electronics, and you may even
enjoy a drop in your homeowner’s
insurance.
The purpose of this guide is to help you
understand your choices and the critical
factors that go into making a smart
purchase. Then you can enjoy the chief
benefit of owning a standby generator:
peace of mind. Those old worries about
spoiled food, stocking up on candles and
flashlights, or even temporarily moving
out of your house will be a thing of the
past.
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SYNERGY

CHOOSING A LOCATION

To pick the perfect site, consider these factors:
Weather/Location

Codes
In most areas, you need a
permit to install a standby
generator. Pay a visit to your
local buildings department
and become familiar with
your area’s requirements.

Utilities
The closer the site is to the
electric meter and the natural
gas supply line, the more
you’ll save on installation.

Sound
A Guardian Series generator
runs much quieter than a
portable; especially units
with a steel enclosure.

Quick, Quiet
Exercise Test
Standby generators require a
short run time periodically,
known as exercise, to test
and ensure the system is
functioning properly and
ready for an emergency. The
PowerPact, Guardian Series
and Synergy self test runs for
only twelve minutes. Giving
homeowners the ability
to choose their exercise
schedule weekly, bi weekly
or monthly.

When considering the
location for your generator,
you will want to select a
stable area that is well
drained and does not
flood. Keep in mind that
the generator can be no
closer than 3 ft to meters,
air conditioning units,
combustibles or anything
serviceable. An authorized
Generac dealer will make a
recommendation during your
free in home assessment.
Generac generators can be
conveniently installed at
only 18” from the home, if
located away from doors,
windows and fresh air
intakes, unless otherwise
directed by local codes.

Upkeep
Leave at least 36 inches
of space in front for a
technician to do checkups.

Protect your home with the industry’s
most advanced backup power technology.
The Generac Synergy™ automatic home
standby generator sets a new standard for
quiet, efficient operation.
Most generator engines have to run at
a constant speed to produce electricity,
regardless of the electrical demand.
Generac’s patented G-Flex™ technology
changes all that by allowing the engine to run
only as fast as necessary to meet the electric
load demand. In this sense, the Generac
Synergy matches generator output to actual
power needs, resulting in quiet, fuel-efficient
operation. In fact, during the generator’s
weekly exercise, the sound output is about
as much as if you were riding in a luxury car.
Patented
G-FLEX
Technology

2700 RPM

SPEED VARIES
to Meet Demand
This innovative G-Flex technology also
delivers electricity with less than 2.0% total
harmonic distortion, which is actually lower
than the current standard for utility power.
This ensures your modern electronics and
sensitive appliances are properly and evenly
powered.
All in all, the Generac Synergy provides a
much quieter, more fuel-efficient generator
with exceptionally clean power output.

Why Choose Generac?
Founded in 1959, Generac remains the leader in home backup power.
In fact, today our generators are preferred by 7 out of every 10
homeowners who invest in automatic standby power. Our product
lines are also supported by a 5,000 plus nationwide dealer network that
provides sales assistance, installation, service and parts.

customers, so you have peace of mind not just after your home backup
power system is installed, but through every step of the process.

If you’re ready to invest in home backup power, the first
recommendation is to schedule a free, in home assessment with
an experienced installer. Visit www.Generac.com/BackupPower to
schedule your appointment. At that time, the installer will visit your
home to review your system requirements, provide equipment advice
and help you navigate the installation process. You’ll also get a written
estimate for the generator and the cost to install.
The in home assessment is completely free and you have no obligation
to buy. It’s all part of our commitment to deliver real value to you, our
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