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U.S. Postal Service Releases Annual Dog Attack City Rankings  
Safety and Prevention Measures Highlighted 

 
LOS ANGELES — The number of postal employees attacked by dogs nationwide reached 6,755 
in 2016 — more than 200 higher than the year before. The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) released 
its annual ranking of top dog attack cities today, highlighted safety initiatives to help protect its 
employees and offered tips to pet owners. 
 
“Even good dogs have bad days,” said U.S. Postal Service Safety Director Linda DeCarlo in Los 
Angeles, where postal employees suffered 80 attacks — more than any other city in 2016. “Dog 
bite prevention training and continuing education are important to keep pet owners, pets and 
those who visit homes — like letter carriers — happy and healthy.”  
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7 DENVER CO 47 

8 CHICAGO IL 46 

9 INDIANAPOLIS IN 44 

10 MINNEAPOLIS MN 43 

11 SAN ANTONIO TX 42 

12 PORTLAND OR 41 

13 DALLAS TX 41 

14 PHILADELPHIA PA 40 

15 COLUMBUS OH 39 

16 BALTIMORE MD 36 

17 PHOENIX AZ 35 

18 CHARLOTTE NC 33 

18 MEMPHIS TN 33 

18 FORT WORTH TX 33 

19 ST LOUIS MO 31 

19 SEATTLE WA 31 

20 SACRAMENTO CA 30 

20 KANSAS CITY MO 30 

21 BUFFALO NY 28 

22 BROOKLYN NY 27 

23 ST PAUL MN 26 

24 NEW ORLEANS LA 25 

25 CINCINNATI OH 24 

26 WICHITA KS 23 

26 OAKLAND CA 23 

27 LONG BEACH CA 22 

27 FLUSHING NY 22 

28 SAN JOSE CA 21 

28 LAS VEGAS NV 21 

28 AKRON OH 21 

29 OKLAHOMA CITY OK 20 

29 RICHMOND VA 20 

30 FRESNO CA 19 

30 WASHINGTON DC 19 

 

   The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of 
postage, products and services to fund its operations. 
 

# # # 
 

Media Contacts 
Media are encouraged to contact local USPS spokespersons to conduct interviews or follow letter 
carriers on their rounds. Related contacts:  American Humane, Mark Stubis, 
marks@americanhumane.org, 202.677.4227; American Veterinary Medical Assn., Sharon 
Granskog, sgranskog@avma.org, 847.285.6619; Insurance Information Institute, Loretta Worters, 
lorettaw@iii.org, 212.346.5545; and, State Farm Insurance, Missy Dundov, 
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missy.dundov.sg5r@statefarm.com, 309.766.7087. 
 
Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS 
Newsroom. 
 
 
Follow us on twitter.com/USPS and like us at facebook.com/USPS. For more information about the Postal Service, 

visit usps.com and usps.com/postalfacts. 

 

 

 


